


Honorable Richard G. Lugar : 2.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and R/C hobbyists. We will, therefore, take .into
careful consideration all their comments. Your constituents' concerns will
be fully evaluated when we develop final rules in this proceeding. As
indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without significant
regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz, the quality
of communications in the private land mobile radio services will continue to

deteriorate to the point of endangering public safety and the national
economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding. Comments omn the
proposals set forth in the Notice are due May 28, 1993, and Reply Comments are
due July 14, 1993. We expect final rules to be issued in 1994. We urge your
‘constituents to file formal comments on all aspects of the proposals.

Sincerely,

(Ralph A Haller
Chief, Private Radio Bureau
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RICHARD G. LUGAR

L / COMMITTEES:
‘ INDIANA Q Kb N FORE!GN RELATIONS
SH 308 SENATE OFEICE BUILOING . ’b AGRICULTURE. NUTRITION, AND FORESTRY
202-224-4814 -
Wnited States denate o7
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 \’\?ﬂ

February 5, 1993

FCC

Attn: Legislative Affairs
1919 M Street

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Sir/Madam:
Because of the desire of this~office fﬁ bé responsive to all
inquiries and communicatioﬁs, your.considé;qt%én of the attachéd
is requested. |
Your findings and views, in duplicateiform, along with the
return of the enclosure, will be greatly'appf éiated. Please
direct your reply to the attention.of DariéélWilliams of my
“Washington office.
Thank you for your thoughtful attentioﬁ!

Sincerely,

y

Richard G. Lugart¢ °
.United States Senator
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US Senate
anhlngc (el )
Do 203510 January 2Cth, 13933
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Feference: Froposed Fules Docket 92-535
' under consideration by the FOC

Desr Senator Lugar:

I am extremely alarmed and concerned by the proposal under
consideration by the FLI, namely the insertion of add1t1ona1
frequencies into the band of frequencies presently oc cupleozby the
model radio contral fraternity across the United States. On the
surface this might appear frivolous to the uninitiated so please let
me enlighten you as to how it will affect me personally, the radioc
control industry and a whole publishing industry, not to mention
international competition in which the USA ranks very highly. I have
vet to cover safety to life, limb and praperty. '

”

I personally own:

12 vadio cantral equipment sets

9 pieces of electranic test and servicing equipment

14 radic contraol model aircraft

30 or more small engines )

1 fully equipped workshop containmimg an assortment of small hand
tools, work benches, tool chests, drill press, bench sander, Jig
saw, bandsaw, table saw, special lighting, drawing boards, drafting

lights and & large investment in drafting eguipment.

ciseee.e.a conservative estimate would be a $20,000 investment made
over a total of some fifty years engaged in this hobby WHICH IS ALSO
MY PROFESSION. Lest you think this is unusual please allow me to
respectfully inform you that this is not so. There are thousands of
model makers in this country alone, ranging from rank beginners with
a minimum investment of 500 to long time hobbyists who have =
similar investment to myself.

In addition to this activity being my professicon I am also a
columnist for s number of radic control hobby magazines, as well as
being the author amd illustrator of a number of related books, with
cthers still in creation, all of which combine to generate my annual
income of approximately $42,000, If the proposed rule chanoes are
enacted then my incoms will cease immediately, and so will the
income of thouszands of others. Additionally, my investment in this
Fobby will immediately be valueless. Ggain... I am not alone, since
there are alzo marny others who ales derive all or part of th
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dic control industry was allocated a numbsr of channels (or
da
i

wercies: for the safe operation of radio condrolled model
cz1%. mocoel boats and model cars. The present. allocation keeps a

wming oT 10k e fixed base commercial users and radio
cwntrﬂi medel users. Radio Control modals opsrate in the 72 to 76
MHz Sand, the primary use of which is for privats, fixed base, land
tzc=d mobiie diepatch operaticons, with the radic comtrol channels
sleotted in between the dispatch channels, with sufficient separation
++-at SAFELY =znsures theres is NO interierence betwesn channels. :
Notice the emphasis on safety here. More of that anon.

The NEEM on Fules Dockst 22-235 seeks ta replace Fart 30 of the
rules with a new FPart 38:

Az it presently stands Fart 3¢ allows SAFE use of
Fadio Control by keeping 10 FH: spacing between the
channels of fixed base commercial users and the
channels of the radics control ussrs.

The rnew Part B8 will allow users on frequencies within
2.9 KHz of channels available to radio control users.
This means, in layman’s language, that the channels
would overlap, rendering model control totally
ineffective.

' THE END RESULT OF THIS WOULD BE RADIO CONTROL MODEL
AIRCRAFT BECOMING UNGUIDED MISSILES.

What it would also effectively do is to eliminate 31 of 59 channels
in the 72 MHz (aircraft) band and 10 out of 20 channels in the 75
MHz {car/boat? band, with the agreat possibility that esven more
channels are likely to be affected further down the voad.

Imagine the result &&f suddenly switching off the guidance system of
& Tomahawk cruise missile....it goes amok with devastating results.

Fadio cantrolled model airvcraft are no longer the fragile balsa wood

sticks and tissue paper of yesteryesar. They are now sophisticated
flying machines up to fourteen feet wing spread and weighing several
pourids. A typical model seen at radioc control ilving fields is
usually around six feet wingspan and weighs up to ten pounds. The
flying speed of that model would be &0 to 20 mph ~- althouch soms
racing models fly at speeds in the high triple dig
vl

= C gits. A model such
22 those guoted, suddenly recsiving spurious signals will be

dire into areas not intended by the ground based pilot, ard he
Wiil e completely helpless to do anything about it.

With any lwck —— for bystanders —- the model will impact the qrbund.
If it doss not, the danger to zpectators S OIS
simnce a model of those propoarticons and we o enerqy
of 2 337 MAGNUM. . . ce it irnn i vceene. it cai gE property
and it can KILL.

Are b models dangerocus?  Not in the hands of properly trained
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conjunction with the hobby industry and full size aviation
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undationg such as the Experimental Alrs

hkosh, Wisconsin., Address almost any avi

atit Association out of
{

saticon "name" whether that
rgon be military pilot, aivline pilot, astronauvs, gsEnerval or
miral and you will find that person started his or her careeser with
involvement in model aviation., I know that is certainly true with
any members of congress. Youw can easily see that we must do all we
rn to keep model aviation, and in particular RO which provides a
tremendous stimulus o many, very much alive and well., It is through
mooel aviation that we obtain many of our engineers and
personnel.
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You might recall that durimg the recent Desesrt Storm offensive,
" small, remotely controlled aircraft made a very significant
contribution to that waffs success by carvying out unpiloted
recannalssance flights‘o?éf cocupied territory, thus eliminating the
need to expose allied manned aircraft to the hazards of anti
aircraft missiles and gunfire. The develapment of those remotely
piloted aircraft was a direct result of involvement by the radio
control hobby industry and indepsndent modelers, whose skills were
employed by the industry and the military to develop these vehicles.
Without theivr contribution and with direct government invaolvement,
that program would have cost multiple BILLIONS in US tax dollars.

SENATOR LUGAR, PLEASE HELP US AND A VERY SIZABLE INDUSTRY
BY OPPOSING THE FCC’s PROFOSAL ON NFRM DOCKET 32-23S.

THE DEADLINE FOR COMMENT -IS FERRUARY 26th, AFTER WHICH IT WILL EBE
VERY DIFFICULT TO HALT THE FROCESS.

Yours very sincerely,

%‘; r\lﬂ»cm .

Jim Newman




January 25, 1993

Tl ¢ HomoFable Richard Lugar

,United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510
Dear Senator Lugar: CINNET Y

I am retired and derive many hours of enjoyment from
constructing and operating radio controlled model airplanes. I
am very active in a local club of 80 members operating at a
public park.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently
under consideration by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC).
The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will
greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for
model use and increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability
for controlling model airplanes. S

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band. This
band is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations.
However, our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough
apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to
share the band without either use interfering with the other.

_ Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by
splitting them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band
plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer
to the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio
control operations. I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are
presently available for radio control of model airplanes, only 19
frequencies will be left if these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to
great lengths to assure the safety of the operators and bystanders
and the protection of property. Many of our safety precautions
involve the careful coordination and use of the radio control
frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies is diminished as
proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies will become congested
and the margin of safety will be greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up
to 10 feet and weigh as much as 30 or 40 pounds. The models them-
selves are expensive to build; but more to the point, they are
capable of causing property damage, serious injury, or even death
if radio interference causes the operator to lose control of the craft.
We often fly our models at organized events and contests where hundreds
of operators participate. We need the use of our full complement of
radio frequencies in order to assure a safe flying environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the
operating conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of radio
control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as business
users of radios, but we have a oonsiderable investment in our models
and in our radio equipment. The hobby provides many hours of enjoy-
ment to thousands of people like myself and contributes to the
advancement and developpent of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not
allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.

Sincerely,

7502.Bigger Street | Thomas F. Bartolac
Merrillville, IN 46410 Deep River RC Flying Club




The Honorable Richard Lugar
United States Senate an perima e o
Washington, DC 20510 | CoJINET o
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Urgent: Serlous problem with PR Docket 92-235.

Dear Senator Lugar

Please help! Under consideration by the Federal Communications Commission
(FCC) are frequency use changes that will adversely affect the lives of millions people.

I am one of these people affected. For many years my family and | have enjoyed the
building and flying of radio controlied model airplanes. | have a considerable
investment in this hobby. If these changes are adopted by the FCC, the current RC
frequencies will become dangerous to use because of direct radio interference.

The frequency changes are proposed by the FCC Land Mobile Service. The FCC has
issued a Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM - PR Docket 92-235)

Can you imagine an RC airplane, costing several hundred dollars or more, crashing
to the ground because someone in a car uses a “mobile” telephone in the vicinity. We
modelers have controls and rules in place to assure the safety of the operators and
bystanders and also the protection of surrounding property. But there will be no

protection against these new frequencies because they are “mobile” and we would
never know where they are.

All over the country there are organized events and contests where hundreds of
operators parnticipate. Spectators often number in the thousands at these events. This
hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to hundreds of thousands of people like
myselt and my family. Please help keep model aviation safe.

The F must not be allowed t its pr Is for the 72 - 76 MHz band.

Sincerely,

B i

‘Urgent: Action needed before February 26, 1993.




The Honorable Richard Luga'i'rf S T en
United States Senate T
Washington, DC 20510

Urgent: Serlous problem with PR Docket 92-235.

Dear Senator Lugar

Please help! Under consideration by the Federal Communications Commission
(FCC) are frequency use changes that will adversely affect the lives of millions people.

| am one of these people affected. For many years my family and | have enjoyed the
building and flying of radio controlled model airplanes. | have a considerable
investment in this hobby. If these changes are adopted by the FCC, the current RC -
frequencies will become dangerous to use because of direct radio interference.

]

The frequency changes are proposed by the FCC Land Mobile Service. The FCC has.
issued a Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM - PR Docket 92-235)

Can you imagine an RC airplane, costing several hundred dollars or more, crashing
to the ground because someone in a car uses a “mobile” telephone in the vicinity. We
modelers have controls and rules in place to assure the safety of the operators and
bystanders and also the protection of surrounding property. But there will be no
protection against these new frequencies because they are “mobile” and we would
never know where they are. '

All over the country there are organized events and contests where hundreds of
operators participate. Spectators often number in the thousands at these events. This
hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to hundreds of thousands of people like
myself and my family. Please help keep model aviation safe.

The F m not be allowed to ca it I¢ Is for the 72 - 76 MHz band.

Sincerely,

John & Betty Gilruth
361 Etna Ave.
Huntington, IN 46750

‘Urgent: Action needed before February 26, 1993.



